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Motivation

 Type specific file browsers like F-Spot or 
Rhythmbox bring us extended concepts:

 tagging, metadata and fast searching
 type specific file actions
 appropriate views for containing files

 BUT: only for a limited set of file types

MetaSepia mixes a universal, hierarchic file 
browser with the above concepts.



   

Overview of MetaSepia

 uses MetaTracker
and Ruby-GNOME2

 flexible metadata
search facility

 virtual folders
 folder typing
 view and edit file metadata easily
 user-extensible file and folder actions
 predictive folder tree for navigation



   

Predictive Folder Tree 1

navigation widgets in Nautilus:

menus sidebars

toolbars



   

Predictive Folder Tree 2

 goal: show all places I may want
to go to next in one context

 solution: sparse tree displaying
places from the following sets:
 current directory*
 mount points*
 important places (home, trash,..)*
 last visited places (history)*
 places that I often visit from the current folder*
 places I often visit (if space is left in widget)*

*(incl. all its ancestors)



   

Creating Folder Types 1

folder types consist of:
 a name, mime-type and icon
 a default view configuration
 optionally some saved searches/virtual 
folders, each with own view configuration

 optionally some folder actions with icon 
(command line will be executed by bash)

 optionally some file and folder templates
for the ”New” menu



   

Creating Folder Types 2



   

Status

What does work:
 browse filesystem
 three configurable 
folder views

 predictive nav-tree
 view/edit metadata
 full-text searching
 build complex 
metadata queries

What doesn't work:
 metadata search 

(Tracker yet lacks 
Xesam support)

 menu and toolbar 
actions do nothing

 opening files
 type manager



   

Future

 MetaSepia brings extended concepts to 
general file management.

 It can bridge the way towards hierarchy-
less, tag-and-search file management.

 It can serve as a GUI for the MetaTracker 
metadata database.

 I hope the community will help to extend 
the typesystem with useful folder types.



   

End

Thanks for your attention!

Project URL: https://launchpad.net/sepia

https://launchpad.net/sepia

